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ABSTRACT

This paper analyses and compares the novels, Jastes Pride and Prejudice and Louisa May Alcotttle
Women in exploring the grooming aspects of younmale adolescent girls and the related family dyreanmm nineteenth
century England and America. Grooming differs asrberders and cultures, but the ultimate goal afagning is to be, as
John Locke asserts is to be useful persons to #leess and the society on attaining freedom andviddality in
adulthood. This paper is multi-disciplinary in agaich to the grooming patterns in the two novelsaing reference to
parenting styles, family communication patterns alwhn Locke’s socio-political theories. The impaétthe family
dynamics in grooming adolescent girls is mappeddference to Maslow’'s Theory of motivation. In diddi, the
historical and social environments of aristocrafimgland and democratic America in Victorian era aignificant in

studying the upbringing, education and nurturingted female protagonists on their journey to acuudith.
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INTRODUCTION

George Bernard Shaw writes, “Remember always ti@iohly readable part of an autobiography is thiéers
childhood and adolescence. Adult lives are allstme.” (Shaw, Bernard 320) The works of Jane AuatehLouisa May
Alcott incorporate semi-autobiographical elemeritthe writers and cover the maiden years of thédiitevknights that are
the icons of morals and virtues in a changing $aci@er while asserting their individuality and ambmy. The young girls
in the Victorian Era were disadvantaged in haviregeas to formal education in the gender-based tyoaed were
dependent on their parents or governesses for lidted education on domestic and social accormpiisnts. Parents,
members of their family circles and the communitgrevresponsible for moulding their daughters intodywives and
mothers. The industrial revolution broadened thesqreal aspirations of adolescent girls which wereadnflict with the

expectations of family, community and society.

The nineteenth-century aristocracy and democradnigland and America played a pivotal role in Aoséad
Alcott respectively. Their novels are experiencédamily and society that affect the grooming amarhing of their
female protagonists during their maiden years. lotdfian England and America, the family valuesingiples and
traditions that formed an integral part of groomtegnage daughters started declining with moderaisdhconsumerism

caused by the Industrial Revolution. The historigablitical and social changes caused by religieaightenment,
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Napoleonic Wars and the Civil War transformed thgsical, emotional and psychological lives of tlwigg girls in their

struggle to create an identity in the existing ipathy.

Paternalism was the overriding principle governsogieties in the nineteenth century before the rieshivaves
of change that initiated in America. Although patdism was an ancient doctrine in the pre-capitalisarian society, it
persisted with the modernization of the nineteecghtury. Besides families, the church had a dontimale in the

socialization of children, especially young gitiait adapted them to society.

In Victorian England, obedience rather than selffiovement and independence was of utmost importandhe
fairer sex. Austen opposed this view in her nopelsuading her readers of the Era to inculcate$abreading as a form
of self-education. Austen did not rebel againstdbeial patterns of her times and did not get imedlin any organized
feminist movement; however, she voiced her disfikegender-based discrimination by crafting emp@aeheroines in
her novels who could be role models to the youngham of her times without defying the social obligatof marriage.
Although a spinster Austen's heroines are emotiprddpendent on their companions for self-educatdod ultimate

happiness.

Nineteenth-century America was marked by a heigiltesense of individualism and self-interest in oese to
America's twenty years of freedom from Britain. Theightened spirit of exploring the vast wildernessst of their
former colonies triggered a rugged individualisnattiheplaced community-oriented thinking. This elsoawitnessed
waves of immigration, the nightmare of the Civil kVthe American Revolution, industrialization anddernization that

altered the American economy and culture.

Ralph Waldo Emerson transformed the ruggednessdifidualism into refinement and wilderness to Natu
through his Transcendentalist philosophy. Emersdtiated a new generation of American writers doemt from
European influence who later advocated women’stsigimd the anti-slavery movement in America. Alao#s greatly
influenced by Emerson and her female protagonissrepresentatives of the middle-class or the wgyldlasses who

experience individualism and autonomy in the ruggsd of nature in democratic America.

Austen and Alcott's novels compare and contraghénparticipation and role of the family and comiityirin
instructing the minds and governing the actionthefr adolescent daughters amidst the similaraias differences in the
historical, political and social environments ofeithcountries in nineteenth-century Victorian Etéard work and
obedience to the husbands were a part of the dmrastomplishments of women expected from the dange of the
patriarchy. Hard work was considered to keep woraemy from idleness that leads to sin. Austen higité the
superficiality of Victorian England in outwardly dmunreasonable judgments of women and high expecsabf society
when young girls had no access to formal educatimh neither had society empowered adults to taggoresibility of
educating the girls in the face of the social cleandis lifestyles changed because of class comftiotl social mobility,

adults failed as parents in their responsibiliGéguiding the daughters in being agreeable andaltiyaupright.

Alcott describes the active participation of paseint grooming their adolescent daughters in Newl&rdyfaced
with challenges of the Civil War and the Industrizévolution that spread from England yet guidedpbiynciples of
Transcendentalism and Christian virtues. The WosnRights Movements and the demand for the abolitibelavery
triggered the need for liberty, freedom and autoydaon all its citizens, men and women which were thundation of
democracy. Women in Austen's England were expdoidm passive and subdued to male domination antkesive for

the personal ambition that empowers any form oépmhdence. The American historians and politicadtists claimed to
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encourage individualism and self-esteem for thempbe over their parent country. The learning armbuing process in
Alcott’s novels is facilitated through travellingié learning from interesting people in the commubit society and their

closeness to nature which is a reflection of Alsa@tlucation in her maiden years.
Comparing Pride and Prejudice and Little Women

The Bennet family in Pride and Prejudice and thediddamily in Little Women draw similarities on ttiamily
structure. The Bennets with five daughters and Nfeech family with four daughters live in nucleamfdies in the
wilderness of the countryside of England and Angeriespectively. Both the families belong to the diieeclass but the
March family is facing the crisis of poverty putithe family to hardships and struggles in meethar physiological
needs. The Bennet family may not be privilegedutauties but are comfortable within the limited reaes of MrBennet.
Austen's heroine Elizabeth and Alcott's Jo aresttimnd eldest daughters in their families. Althonghthe most beautiful

among their sisters the two girls in the Victorkma are role models for others.

Jo of Little Women is exposed to the freedom ahdrty of democratic America and Elizabeth, althobgbk the
liberty to experience the world is bound by theestipiality of social expectations of society fromomen. Elizabeth and
Jo are not fashionable; Jo is a tomboy and takide [m her natural self but Elizabeth is often sadeat by the upper-
middle class for her simplicity and modest appezgamlowever, Elizabeth takes pride in being a gemin's daughter
asserting her father's status by virtue of beiognfthe landed gentry. Elizabeth the female protesgdmalso the favourite
daughter of Mr Bennet. She is introduced as awgith intelligence, good sense of humour, preserfcmiad, pleasant

disposition, confident and a well-accomplished lady

The social class hierarchy and class mobility iotdiian England caused by the Industrial Revolutimstilled a
feeling of anxiety and competition among youngsgil marrying a wealthy gentleman as Austen dessrib Pride and
Prejudice although she is an advocate of compatéamarriage. Moreover, the English law of entailineould render
Mrs Bennet and her daughters homeless in case @avinet's sudden demise. Alcott's Jo is faced thiéhchallenge of
poverty and social insecurity because of the GVdr and must be self-reliant in being responsibigards her family.
The prevailing social turmoil affects family dynarpiand the purpose of grooming their adolescengttdats. Mr Bennet
lives an extravagant life by virtue of his statgsaagentleman in Victorian Era and does not shodlderesponsibility of
proper education for his daughters; Mr March hasdpirit of patriotism for his nation and is sexyim the Civil War.
Both the protagonists idolize their fathers; Eligtibis intelligent, high-headed like her father dmag pride in her status
whereas Alcott's Jo emulates her father in hisesefipatriotism and looks forward to being engaigethe Civil War as a
nurse. Elizabeth and Jo are groomed within the gilieg social context of the Era although Jo’s gnimg is
unconventional as compared to Elizabeth. Elizaletjroomed in a society of obedience whereas dpdemed in an
environment of reason and autonomy based on thes@eadentalist philosophy that gained prominencthénEra. Jo
voices her opinion openly and questions the saoiains; Eliza also has the same apprehensions #tmsbciety she lives
in but has to adapt to the rules and codes of atrauthere is no acknowledgement for individuaispecially for women

in a patriarchal order.

In analyzing the strengths and weaknesses of thieoement and society the two protagonists areiukegtto,
they emerge as empowered women within the givellecfiges and limitations of their circumstances. @ning of the
young women and the participation of the familyhrir education at home, parents play a significalatin equipping the

two young girls in being accomplished and enrichihgir experiences in adapting to the society. dblgth is able to
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transcend her parents’ faulty grooming throughdwedf-education whereas Jo’s family is a pillar wésgth in her journey
to self-actualization. Elizabeth’s grooming hasrbe@ected to the benefit of the self and Jo hanlgroomed to think

beyond the self in being useful to the community hamankind as part of the larger Universe.

When faced with the crisis of poverty and long sapian from Mr March who is out to serve his nationthe
Civil War, Mrs March shoulders the complete resjaitiy of her four daughters in meeting their plolegical and
emotional needs keeping them motivated and redplenisi turn for their duties towards home. Mr Maislihe patriarchal
head of the family both literally and figurativellis absence is not taken for granted and Mrs Marures that the girls
conform to the family practices and rules. Mrs Metakes control of the domestic and public spherg@®rforming a dual
role of both parents, also maintaining strict giioie and obedience to the expectations of Mr Marfeh a parent, she
grooms her children in the Transcendental way wittemocratic spirit. The girls are domesticallyamplished and learn
from their duties, responsibilities, from naturedahe environment in which they live. Mrs March hasulcated in her

daughters the virtues of hard work, modesty, seifid, self-reliance and charity.

Locke advises parents to teach their children ttieevof self-denial in order to develop traitsre$traint and will
power. On providing children with the opportunitieslearn from experiences of the outside world keocharges the
parents the responsibility of engaging childrercamversations with interesting people as their guesicott's learning
would be incomplete without the inputs and inforimatshared by Emerson, Thoreau and other eminantdd family

friends.

The Bennet family of Pride and Prejudice is finailgiand socially secured from Mr Bennet'sLongbotstate;
but the Bennet girls are put to hardships and gtasgbecause of the parents’ ignorance and insatystb the emotional
needs and the social environment which hampersstioéal sensitivity of the daughters putting theipgming and
education at doubt in social interactions. Mr Bariaeemotionally divorced from the family and Mrgihet is hysterical
and subjective in judgment lacking education arasoa in grooming her daughters according to théakoonventions
which are crucial for her daughters' future in firgla suitable gentleman. Mrs Bennet's interes daly in gossips and
marriage of her daughters in securing their livessequently. Mr Bennet is metaphorically the pathal head of the
family and neither commands the respect of his wifdaughters except for Eliza the only persorha family to whom
he can relate. Mrs Bennet is neither domesticaltysocially accomplished and lacks family valueaditions or practices
to ensure cohesiveness within the family. The Bepaeents do not participate in the learning aratisly process of their
daughters; they are conventional about the marriafgéheir daughters but unconventional to their vaamnence of
modernization caused by the Industrial Revolutibiis Bennet considers it below their status in tlaeighters being

domestically accomplished.

The parenting styles as a function of grooming ficas are significant to the approach of parentestructing
the minds of their maiden daughters and goverrtiegr actions in making them agreeable to the fantilg community
and the society. The Bennet parents represent [Manerind’s neglectful or uninvolved parenting stiut Mr Bennet is
an authoritative parent with Austen’s heroine Eltagom he believes bears a stark resemblance with Mrs Bennet is
permissive in her parenting style with Lydia thaiggest daughter with whom she is overindulgent. Baenet parents
lack consistency in their disposition towards thaiildren posing to be incompetent role modelsthi@ir daughters. The

family exhibits the laissez-faire pattern of famidgmmunication with no meaningful communication awedexpectations
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from conformity to family conventions. Austen higjfits the impact of modernization and consumerisnihe ignorant

minds that has a devastating effect on the inndcate of the country.

In contrast, the March family is characterized by Authoritative parenting style which is supporting
encouraging and empowering for the March girlsaising their self-esteem in spite of tough finahcianditions. With
high conversation and high conformity to familyesiland regulations, the March family is consensuttieir patterns of
family communication. The family environment is gemial for the physical, emotional and psychologiteavelopment of
the girls promoting the spirit of individualism, tanomy and self-reliance; unlike the conflicts afidputes within the
Bennet family lacking mutual respect for each atfidre March parents are a catalyst in the learaing personality
development of their young girls and stimulate tiggowth in learning from the environment, expecdes and interactions
with the community by participating in the act dfacity with their mother. Mrs Bennet grants excésgdom to her
daughters in attending balls, dances and socialteweith the purpose of finding a suitable match tfeemselves, thus

limiting their holistic learning and developmentkiray her daughters prey to outside influence.

Austen’s Eliza and Alcott’'s Jo are representativEshe society they belong to, but Austen’s Elizhbkearns
through her intelligence and sharp observation Itz the foundation for her reason and wisdomeimdp agreeable yet
asserting her individuality and autonomy in her miagge of mutual love and respect with Mr Darcy. ditss Jo is

independent and self-reliant and her marriagegstinsequence of her reason and wisdom, not ersatlone.

The grooming of Austen's Eliza and Alcott's Jo Miacontrast each other which is not just a functbfamily
dynamics alone, but social values, traditions, soaad cultural practices that existed in nineteamntury England and
America. The semi-autobiographical accounts of tiwve women are reflected with reminiscing touches tloéir
adolescence. Austen’s emotional distance with hether takes the form of ignorant mothers in heretlmvAusten’s
mothers Mrs Bennet d?ride and PrejudiceMrs Price inMansfield Parkand Mrs Dashwood iBense and Sensibiligre
ignorant mothers. On the other hand Alcott's resiance of her mother's hard work, sacrifice anduemte take the
form of rebellion in her novels where she suggspissterhood as an alternative to marriage fohkesines, although she
has a happy ending for them. Jo Little Women Polly in Rose in Bloonand Polly inAn Old- Fashioned Girtlo not
consider marriage as their ultimate destinatiorst@n remains reserved in her feminist voice bubeadtes the education

of her female protagonists.

The Bennet sisters and the March sisters are grdavite a different approach to spinsterhood thatiiguishes
their approach to social conventions. The distaititude to spinsterhood as an alternative to mgeris highlighted in the
novel when Jo is convinced about her future in gpain old maid, “At twenty-five girls begin to tadbout being old-maids

but secretly resolve that they never will be. Attthif sensible, console themselves learning twgold gracefully.”
(394) In Little Women Alcott Advises the Readers adh Listeners

Don't laugh at the spinsters, dear girls... Evensti sour sisters should be kindly dealt with beedliey have
missed the sweetest part of life And looking atthgith compassion, not contempt, girls in theirdstoshould remember
that they too may miss the time. That rosy cheekstdast forever, that silver threads will cometie bonnie brown
hair(394)

Mrs Bennet cannot fathom the pain of spinstersbipher daughters and bear the sufferings of beaend as

an old maid or governess who was at the bottonmefsbcial hierarchy. Girls in Victorian Era marrieg twenty and a
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married one commanded more respect than a singkeawolLydia the youngest daughter brings shameeadamily in
eloping with Wickham but boasts of being more resgale than her elder sisters when she is maraatfitkham with
Elizabeth’s support because of the respect sheeédmy her good conduct. Mrs Bennet is hystericalualgetting her

daughters married and her anxiety fuels unlimiteedom for her daughters.

Although in democratic America an old single maidswot sneered at as much in aristocratic Engldodtt’s
heroines like Austen’s, find a suitable companidnalw ends in a companionate marriage. Austen andtidiid not want
their heroines to endure the emotional and psycjicdd pain of spinstership that they undertookspite of modernization

married women were certainly privileged to respaat status in society.

Mrs March of Little Women is stable and compet@nguiding her daughters by encouraging their piggtton in
happiness and hardships of the family in acquairttiem with the practicalities of life and the tegsence of bonding and
unity. The Bennet sisters, except Elizabeth andelder sister Jane are marked by superficiality fafgkhood influenced
by their mother’s faulty guidance. Mrs Bennet isampetent in grooming and governing her daughteshe lacks reason
and wisdom. She appreciates Bingley and has a ikeerest in him being her son-in-law when she jedgan on his
wealth and agreeableness on outward appearancesp"much the man of fashion! So genteel and so! eddg has
always something to say to everybody.” (50) Mrs i#nis led to temptations of money and glamouthefgociety which

makes her contemptuous of others with a feelingpafipetition.

Austen and Alcott lived in an era where women wedged by accomplishments, social graces and dte&gje
fashion and outwardly appearances. Females inghwdratic era did not confine to male conventionsdsserted their
individuality in being equal with men. Consequentparents played a significant role in groomingirttgaughters

according to, or against patriarchal dominatioriliesl by the consequences of the Industrial Retimu

In grooming daughters for the society, while comiinto social obligations, Mrs Bennet is short-s&gghthat
restricts the proper personality development ofdarghters who neither conform completely to theamorms neither
are they domestically accomplished to make goodséwives or represent their husband's status. Exoefliza, the
other sisters are not skilled in holding convemairequired in social interactions because of #tallow knowledge and
ignorance. Austen highlights in pointing to Elizee importance of reading and self-education assaatdor women even
in fulfilling the social obligation of marriage. iE&d’'s self-awareness and ability to acknowledgedreas of weaknesses
enlightens her with reason and wisdom in acceptiedollies of her parents in grooming them appiatpty that brings a

bad reputation to the family.

Mrs March has a vision for her daughters in beiegponsible citizens of democratic America irrespecof
gender. She discourages her daughters into gétiimg mercenary temptation in marriage and advises in developing
an individual identity by being self-reliant. Fdret March sisters, Christmas celebrations are synong to charity and
kindness for humanity in keeping their temptatiafsfashion and expectations of gifts away. The Btrsisters are

restricted to balls, dances and social eventspittaide an opportunity for courtships and compatithmong eligible girls.

The Bennets are a dysfunctional family with no confity to rules and discipline. The daughters hanaslelled
the indifference, impulsiveness and disagreeabsenésheir mother MrsBennet except for Eliza whodels her father.
The March family is adaptive to each other, the memity and the society. Mrs March is the idolizedther for whom
wealth is not static but character and morals laeefaundation of a true individual. Alcott holdetMarch sisters in high

esteem by addressing them as good angels for dbeiof charity in parting with their share of foddring Christmas.
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Austen advises her readers to transcend the faamly social dynamics through self-education thatblesa their
individuality and self-empowerment. Austen holds heroine in equal esteem for transcending theramee of their

mother and the superficiality of the society tlsasubjective in judgment.

In understanding the broader context of groomin¥igtorian England and America it is noteworthyn@ntion
the concept of a gentleman in Austen’s EnglandAdndtt’s America. It also highlights the respecatfa woman could be
privileged in the two countries of the authors'gimi Besides gentle birth and wealth, Austen judtesconduct and
mannerisms of her male characters in social gatheriOn a visit to Mr Bingley at Hertfordshire, Barcy along with Mr
Bingley is introduced to the Bennet sisters at & Which according to Austen plays a crucial roke dourtship. The
attitude and behaviour of the two friends at thi teavards the young ladies are contrasting whigheJAusten conveys
through the first impressions formed at first sigithough, as the novel progresses she convinaesetders to be
empathetic towards her male protagonist Mr DarapeJBennet also is known as Ms Bennet by virtueedrig the eldest
daughter of the Bennets according to Regency Estoms; she comments about Mr Bingley, a handsordenealthy
friend of Mr Darcy “He is just what young man ougttbe..sensible, good-humoured, lively and | nesaav such happy
manners! so much ease with such perfect breed{ig) Through Jane's comments, one is convinced roBgley's
gentlemanly aura. At the ball, the conversatiooveen Mr Bingley and Mr Darcy when Mr Darcy commeatsbeing
asked to dance with Elizabeth the female protagard the second daughter of the Bennets ‘Shelaésatde, but not
handsome enough to tempt me.’(11) It is evideninfios talks that Mr Darcy is class-conscious, prand arrogant and
Austen satirizes social class by mocking at hiagliseable nature. Austen projects class differehgasghlighting Mr
Darcy's demeaning attitude towards Elizabeth Beratgtough he falls in love with her later on. Aersis optimistic about
the social class of the new middle class, the #ad®, and merchants to which the two friends belimndout her
introduction of Mr Bingley gives her perceptionafjentleman as not determined by wealth alone.efwusiphasizes the
power and influence of the landed gentry throughBénnet. Through her portraits of Mr Bennet, Mr @&y and Mr
Darcy of different birth order and inheritance, #ars highlights social conduct as the key to a gemin amidst class

mobility and social turmoil of the late 18th andlgd 9th century caused by the Industrial Revolutio

Through the themes of courtship and marriage, Aubtes also projected that being socially adeptsaouially
graced is equally important for women and alsodases the chances of prospective grooms. Althoejgicted by Mr
Darcy for a dance at the first ball Elizabeth'schaet and behaviour captivate Mr Darcy who fall$owe with her. Austen
is optimistic about being of noble birth and staissociated with being the landed gentry, but slys Emphasis on
chivalry for a gentleman and being well accomplisfer a lady in identifying an individual to thecsal class they belong
to. On the other hand Lydia, fifteen years old éimel youngest of the Bennet sisters is an impulsetf;centred girl
thoroughly spoilt by her mother. Breaking Regenca Eiles of conduct she is encouraged by Mrs Betmattend balls
and social gatherings at the age of fifteen. Shees with the wicked Wickham put the family repistatat stake not
realizing that she has four elder sisters to berigwar Although Mr Darcy comes to her rescue anadderWickham to
marry her, the credit goes to Elizabeth becausteflove and respect she has earned from Mr Daycyirtue of her

proper conduct.

Alcott emphasizes politeness to women as beingndlegean. Mrs March addresses their neighbour’slsamie
as a gentleman for his acts of kindness, mannerisrdsetiquettes respect for women without discratiirg, and has no

mention of class, wealth or status. Alcott hightigim Little Women* Gentlemen, be courteous to the old maids, ntiena
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how poor and plain and prim, for the only chivalvgrth having is that which is the readiest to pajedence to the old,

protect the feeble, and serve womankind, regaraiesank, age or colour.” (394)

On their journey to adulthood, Austen's Eliza arido&'s Jo experience transient moments of selfedization in
transcending beyond the external environment. Hiiaa to overcome the basic needs of Maslow's Hieyato be
motivated in experiencing self-actualization. ThenBet family does not contribute to a large extergrooming her for
society, rather are responsible for being a huidlereating Eliza's low self-esteem by being sdgidisagreeable. The
March family supports Jo in her individuality arehining that empowers her to experience the pdadalfeactualization.
The difference in their experiences is encouragezbostrained by the political, social and histakievents in nineteenth-

century England and America.
CONCLUSIONS

Home is a significant social environment which isigial to the socialization process of the adolesagrls
highlighted in the novels. ‘Charity begins at horaed the family is responsible for inculcating tidgtabits and virtues
while ensuring discipline and adherence to faméiues, beliefs and traditions. The domestic magralitthe mothers and
the daughters in the novels of the two women wvsiterirrors the impact of education and ignorance #hape the
character and self-esteem of their growing adolgsgels. Austen and Alcott are in synchronizatwith John Locke’s
Philosophy on the Education of Childrenacknowledging the critical role of both paremsducating them at home in
order that they are groomed in accomplishmentsatlwand virtues. Alcott’'s parents are an exampléuthoritative
parenting style; Baumrind’s best parenting stylerglas Austen’s parents are physically or emotigrtfillorced from the
welfare of their young adolescent daughters instisgi them and providing appropriate guidance agach the Bennet
parents are not representatives of ideal parerstiylgs. Family Communication patterns differ in tia novels which
reflects the influence meaningful conversationsehan the young minds in instructing them and gowerrtheir
actions.The journey to self-actualization and udtien happiness of the novels’ heroines are a fumatiothe social,

political and historical environments that distirgjuthe two cultures.
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